“FBI” Becomes

~J, EDGAR HOQVER, chlet of
the Federal Bureau of Investi-
gatfon, is ‘both tn able and ‘an
ambitious man. ** Oné ‘ambition
which he ha cherished for 4 lotg
time has been to extend thé ém-
pire of FBI to ink:lude ponsle
bility for foreign ¢ }n ine fne
telligence. “1t now sppéars that
this ambition is in & fair way to
fulfillment, -*‘Admiral . Sidney .

order which would have the ef«_
fect of decapitating the Strategic
Services Unit, the only éxisting .
secret sérvice Agency, &nd hand«
ing over its functions {o thé FBI,.
The "Stratégic Seivices Unit
consists of the “cloak and dagy
ger"” gections of the defunct of-
fice of Strategle Services,, It has
. two main branches, SI, or Se-
cret Intelligence, and ‘X2, the .
brarich which has the respOnsi-
bility for forélgn countevintelli-
génce, The order, as now con-
templated, would call for. the -
ecomplete ellmiuation of SI, and
the amalgamation of X2 with the
FBI. The sériousness of this
move would lie in the fact that

and operating personnel of thess
two sections would leave virtue
ally in a body if FBI took over.
The special skills and profes-
sional knowlédge of the SI and
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American intelligence effort. )
Nor is this all. Both SI and

- X2 have large and immensely -
i valuable files of intelligence ma-
" terial, .These files gre the re-
sult partly of their own efforts,
and partly of their close war-
time association with the British
Secret Intelligence Service, the
French Deuxieme Bureau and
the Polish, Dutch, Belgian, Chi-

. ices. If the SI and X2 men re-
i sign—and even the messenger

guess, would probably leave—
these files would lose -much of
i their wvalue, . Meanwhile, the
FRBI, which has had virtually no -
forelgn intelligence experience
excépt in South Ameérica, would
havé to start from seratch to

ligence orgamzatlon. K
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IN S’I’ARTING trom scratch
! mereover; FBI would lack an<
. other impoitant advantage which
‘ bo SI and X2 .have enjoyed.’
z% reasonable . measure of
co érat on- from the 'British.:
The: Britiah, unlike the Amerl.
cans;"have  practiced ' the “¢om<’
- plex’
centuriea ‘Only their cogper :
tion"allowed thé SI and X
to reach a professional ‘standard
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he FBI would have no British
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nese and other infelligence serv- -

boys, accordlng to one informed -
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~factor{dy in this country: ‘making
- British munitions.” ‘The ¥BIL op-
+posed “Ellls because "his work
' overlapped : With - ‘theirs, <!
‘British secrét service, like the
elophmt.-' never foraets .

TI—IERE is S'I‘ILL another as-
pect .of the proposal to hand '’

over the cladestine itelligence

“function- to -thé FBI ‘which dee
sérves the most sefious consld-'
ération. Before - VI-Day.  “Maj. !
Gen. William . Donovan = sub-
mitted, a paper to the Joint Chiefs :
- of Staff recommending an indes |
.‘pendent ‘American - intelhgence'
agency. ‘This top secret docu-

ment was.leaked to-the press, |
‘and it was wldély. attacked as a
plan foran ‘Ameriéan. Gestapo:
Such aceusatlons were bbvlously
siily, . since, the ' proposal “in-
cluded no internal security force.
Jf the FBI adds to..lts present
functions the responsibility for |

_espionage, however, this country !

will in fact have what only such :
nations - .as .. Germany, = Japan, |
Spain and jﬂugs!a ‘have, hereto- -
dore bodsted, .a: secret. sérvice .
with the responsibility for- both
- foreigm. - gspionage . and, {nternal "

;egurit}{, and- :vltNh the power. of
nterna ‘o 0, A80rat gerv-
+Jce ‘of, th%emucuﬂ!e?eggunh-ie-
base s pawer, - It.,
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help, for the FBI is by no means f nlde: '




